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Michigan News You Can Use 
 
Safe Winter Travel Starts With Informed Drivers 
The Michigan State Police (MSP) is reminding motorists to check the MSP Winter Travel Advisory before heading out 
on the roads this winter.  The MSP Winter Travel Advisory is available at http://www.ohsp.state.mi.us/rw/home.htm or 
by calling 1-800-381-8477.  The Winter Travel Advisory provides road conditions for the state’s freeways and trunk 
lines based on reports from public safety personnel working throughout Michigan.  These roads are the first to be 
cleared during winter weather.  Road conditions for rural and county roads are not available; however, it is unusual for 
conditions on these roads to be better than those listed for area freeways. 
 
New Identification Requirements For Trucks Begin January 1 
Beginning January 1, 2009, commercial motor vehicles traveling in Michigan will be required to display a United States 
Department of Transportation (USDOT) number as part of the Interstate Motor Carrier Identification Program.  To 
obtain a free USDOT number, motor carrier companies must register with the Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration.  The online application is available at www.safersys.org under the FMCSA Registration and Updates 
link.  A press release regarding these new requirements is available at:  http://michigan.gov/msp/0,1607,7-123-1586-
203313--,00.html  
 
SHARE THE ROAD 
 
Video Games Could Help Older Drivers Stay Alert 
By 2030, one in every four drivers on the road will be older than 65. Currently older people represent 9 percent of the 
U.S. population but account for 14 percent of traffic fatalities, according to the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration. An experimental Allstate Insurance program offered to Pennsylvania drivers ages 50 and up is using 
video games to improve driving skills. Researchers say mastering the computer keeps brains active. If the video 
games prove to be effective, older drivers might learn to be more alert when other cars enter an intersection. For more 
information, go to http://www.voanews.com/english/2008-11-03-voa38.cfm  
Source: Voice of America story and video report, November 3, 2008 
 
Vision Tests for Older Drivers Help Save Lives 
A new study shows that a Florida law requiring older drivers to pass a vision test before renewing their driver’s licenses 
is helping save lives. Since the law took effect four years ago, the death rate among drivers age 80 or older from car 
crashes has dropped 17 percent. The crash death rate among drivers of all ages increased 6 percent in the same time 
period. The study, published in the Archives of Ophthalmology, is one of the first to show a link between vision tests 
and lower death rates for older drivers. Some older drivers may have opted to stop driving rather than take the test, 
and most who didn’t pass the test got treatment to correct their vision and then passed. The vision test can make it 
easier for doctors to talk with their patients about driving abilities. Nine states and Washington, D.C. require similar 
vision tests. For more information, go to http://www.tampabay.com/news/article898468.ece  
Source:  St. Petersburg Times, November 11, 2008 
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Latest Traffic Safety News   
    
Highway Bill Reauthorization Faces Funding Issues 
Republicans and Democrats agree that an overhaul of America’s transportation network is necessary because it is 
outdated, poorly maintained and not suited to the 21st century. The challenge for the new administration is figuring out 
how to pay for it. Most of the private capital that could have funded new toll roads or rail lines has disappeared. 
Gasoline tax collections are drying up as Americans cut back on driving. In 2009 Congress is scheduled to reauthorize 
the highway bill, which could come with a $500 billion price tag. President-elect Barack Obama faces two choices: 
raising the gas tax or finding an alternative source of revenue. He has emphasized the need to invest more in the 
highway system and also calls for a more robust passenger-rail system. For more information, go to 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB122593134144403299.html Source:  The Wall Street Journal, November 6, 2008 
 
Enforcement Campaign Targeted Aggressive Drivers in North America 
Law enforcement officers across North America targeted unsafe and aggressive drivers from Oct. 19-25 during 
Operation Safe Driver. “Operation Safe Driver [had] a razor sharp focus on targeting and taking aggressive 
enforcement action for poor decisions made by drivers of commercial vehicles and those four-wheelers operating 
unsafely around them,” said Stephen F. Campbell, executive director of the Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance 
(CVSA). CVSA and its partners launched the campaign last year to combat the number of deaths involving large trucks 
and passenger vehicles. Activities such as traffic enforcement, seat belt enforcement, roadside inspections and driver 
awareness programs took place in the United States, Canada and Mexico. For more information, go to 
www.cvsa.org/programs/op_safe_driver.aspx  
 
Massachusetts Panel Considers Drowsy Driving Proposals 
Drowsy drivers, who already have slower response times, are more likely to be impaired by distractions in their cars. A 
researcher told a Massachusetts committee that when a driver starts turning up the radio or cracking the window to 
stay awake, it’s a sign the motorist should not be behind the wheel. The state panel is considering whether to roll out 
legislation that would increase penalties for drivers who cause crashes while sleep deprived. It’s also looking into 
public education about drowsy driving and whether to require sleep apnea screening for truck and school bus drivers. 
As many as 600 drowsy-driving crashes cause serious injuries each year in the state, resulting in about 90 deaths, 
according to a Harvard researcher. The committee is considering a proposal that would let officers check drowsy 
driving as a cause of a crash on reporting forms to assess the problem’s scope. If technology advances to the point 
that officers can test for drowsiness during a traffic stop, drowsy driving could become a secondary offense. For more 
information, go to 
http://www.boston.com/news/local/articles/2008/11/07/legislative_panel_sounds_wake_up_call_on_drowsy_driving/  
Source:  Boston Globe, November 7, 2008 
 
States Receive Grades for Drowsy Driving Prevention 
Inadequate training for law enforcement officers, a lack of educational materials and sparse data collection are 
preventing communities from understanding the impact of drowsy driving. The National Sleep Foundation’s State of the 
States Report graded states on their drowsy driving prevention efforts. Mississippi received the highest grade with a B-, 
while most states received a C.  All but two states (Iowa and Maine) can charge a drowsy driver for causing a fatality. 
Several states were found to promote myths about unproven countermeasures, such as turning up the radio or rolling 
down the window. Drowsy Driving Prevention Week runs through Nov. 16. For more information, go to 
www.drowsydriving.org . Source:  NSF Alert, November 11, 2008 
 
National System Could Help Officers Track Drunk Driving Arrests in Other States 
Court officials are alarmed that a lack of information on drunk driving arrests in other states is allowing repeat offenders 
to post low bonds and go on their way. If prosecutors know a defendant has other pending charges, it could justify a 
higher bond. The FBI is hoping a new national system called National Data Exchange (N-DEx) will alert authorities 
when a defendant has multiple DUI charges pending in other states. Still in its pilot stage, N-DEx is designed to link  
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local, state and federal records. Participation by states will be gradual, with the goal of having the nationwide system in 
place by 2010. Offenders with multiple DUI arrests are more common than people think. According to MADD, more 
than 2.8 million people on the road today have had three or more convictions. For more information, go to 
http://www.journalstar.com/articles/2008/11/10/news/nebraska/doc49175e5b135b0200540915.txt  
Source:  AP story, November 10, 2008 
 
Men’s Risky Driving Leads to More Citations, Crashes than Women 
Women are more observant of traffic laws than men, and the laws men violate more frequently are those designed to 
safeguard people and property, according to proprietary findings from an ISO company that works with auto insurers. 
Quality Planning analyzed a year’s worth of policyholder information for U.S. drivers and found men are cited for 
reckless driving 3.41 times more than women. They’re also much more likely to receive a traffic citation than women 
among all age groups. The male-to-female ratio for DUI is 3.41:1; seatbelt violations 3.09:1; and speeding 1.75:1. Men 
have slightly more violations that lead to crashes than women, and crashes caused by men tend to lead to more 
expensive claims. For more information, go to http://www.marketwatch.com/news/story/Men-Break-More-Traffic-
Laws/story.aspx?guid=%7BCB6BC6F9-4017-4323-8000-1027D3900D59%7D  
Source: WSJ MarketWatch, November 13, 2008 
 
Howler Sirens Emit a Tone Drivers Can Feel 
An Oklahoma ambulance service will be the first in the country to use new Howler sirens for its fleet. The sirens emit 
low-frequency tones that penetrate objects within 200 feet so drivers can feel the ambulance coming. One ambulance 
is equipped with the new siren—all 77 units will be equipped within six months. Howlers are ideal for cutting through a 
sea of traffic and give emergency responders another tool to let drivers know an ambulance is coming their way. 
“People are on their cell phones, people have $1,000 sound systems. You’re going to feel it,” a Tulsa police officer 
said. The new sirens cost $400 each, so the entire fleet will be outfitted for less than $40,000.  
Source: Business Fleet News, November 13, 2008  
     
Advancing Technologies   
     
Analyst: Large Network of Connected Cars 4 Years Away 
A Gartner analyst predicts that by 2012, around 60 million vehicles worldwide will have some form of telematics link. 
They’ll have networked telecommunications and computer systems that allow them to trade information with one 
another about traffic conditions and where to find parking spaces. The systems will also provide links to infrastructure 
that could beam out traffic information. They could help drivers make safer decisions and are already being tested in 
Nissan, Honda and Volkswagen labs. Electronic microchips, wiring and networked systems already account for 30 
percent of a vehicle’s cost. For more information, go to 
http://motoring.asiaone.com/Motoring/Motorworld/Story/A1Story20081031-97505.html  
Source:  The New Straits Times, October 31, 2008  
     
News from USDOT   
    
U.S. DOT Unveils Web Site to Monitor Hazardous Material Shipments 
The US Dept. of Transportation Department launched a new Web site to help the federal government monitor 
hazardous material shipments across the country. With the Multimodal Hazmat Intelligence Portal (HIP), federal 
officials will be able to track companies that haul explosive, flammable, caustic or biological materials. They can 
identify companies involved in chemical spills, explosions or other incidents and determine whether government 
intervention is needed. If a carrier has repeated violations, it could be required to complete a training program. New 
features will be introduced in six-month intervals. For more information, go to 
http://www.nextgov.com/nextgov/ng_20081031_7034.php?zone=ngtoday  Source:  NextGov, October 31, 2008 
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Report Shows Cross-Border Project a Success 
Transportation Secretary Mary Peters released the final report about the cross-border truck demonstration project. It 
provides a comprehensive, independent analysis of the safety measures put in place and shows U.S. and Mexican 
carriers can safely engage in cross-border trucking operations. The project also provides U.S. drivers opportunities to 
compete and succeed in a market where they couldn’t operate before, Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administrator John 
Hill said in a statement. For more information, go to http://www.dot.gov/affairs/PanelReport.pdf  
Source:  FMCSA statement, November 6, 2008  
     
International Traffic Safety News  
    
Roadside Memorials Present Cautionary Message to Other Drivers 
A University of Calgary road safety expert set up fake memorials at intersections with red-light cameras to test how the 
memorials affect traffic. He found that 17 percent fewer drivers ran red lights at those intersections over the six weeks 
of the test than in the six weeks prior. “They give us a safety message to drive more cautiously,” researcher Richard 
Tay said. “So I suggest municipalities allow them, but impose some sort of control on them.” Calgary’s traffic 
department is developing a formal proposal for the city council to consider in February. The police department usually 
removes memorials from high-traffic highways to protect the families that maintain them. Anecdotally, the number of 
memorials seems to have increased in the past 15 years. For more information, go to 
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/servlet/story/LAC.20081108.ROADSIDE08/TPStory/National  
Source:  The Globe and Mail, November 8, 2008 
 
Denmark Looks to Sweden to Reduce Serious, Fatal Crashes 
Trying to improve traffic safety, the Danish government is taking some pointers from Sweden. Earlier this month the 
Swedish Trade Council held a seminar in Copenhagen, where Volvo Trucks and Swedish government officials shared 
their experience in road safety. Sweden has been one of the most successful countries in reducing its rate of serious 
and fatal crashes. “[In Sweden] there is a general view that nobody should be subjected to the risk of serious traffic-
related accidents or injuries,” said the safety director for Volvo Trucks. Automakers have recently focused safety efforts 
on preventing crashes. Because human behavior plays a role in nine of 10 crashes, Volvo Trucks is creating solutions 
to help drivers avoid critical situations, such as Lane Changing Support. A corner lighting system is being introduced to 
help improve drivers’ vision when turning corners in inner cities. Volvo has offered optional alcolocks on its trucks in 
Sweden for several years.  Source:  Volvo Trucks news release, November 6, 2008 
 
New TV Ad Shows Graphic Consequences of Not Wearing Safety Belt 
The British government began a new campaign to highlight the deadly consequences of not buckling up. A TV ad will 
feature graphic images of the damage caused to internal programs when a seat belt isn’t worn in a crash. Think! 
campaign statistics show that one life could be saved each day if all drivers and passengers belted up. Occupants are 
twice as likely to die in a crash if they are not wearing safety belts. Source:  FleetNews, November 6, 2008 
 
Software Program Coordinates Driving in Emergencies 
German researchers unveiled a software program that allows several cars traveling in the same direction to 
communicate and coordinate their movements in an emergency. These vehicles are equipped with car-to-car 
communication and cameras, GPS and radar systems so they can recognize their surroundings and avoid potential 
obstacles. The vehicles communicate automatically and act in unison to avoid an obstacle in an emergency. They can 
coordinate as long as they are in radio range of each other. Each car transmits its position and driving situation to a 
group coordinator car, which collects all the information and draws up a common picture. Control of the car is taken 
over automatically in an emergency. Researchers are working on improving its ability to assess dangerous situations 
and choose appropriate driving maneuvers in response. For more information, go to 
http://www.traffictechnologytoday.com/news.php?NewsID=9008 Source: Traffic Technology International, November 5, 2008 
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Work-Home  
    
Report Shows Number of Lives Saved by Safety Measures 
Minimum 21-year-old drinking age laws prevented about 4,441 drunk driving deaths in the last five years, according to 
a report from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA). “Turning our back on these laws would be a 
deadly mistake. Minimum drinking age laws are among the most effective measures ever used to reduce drunken 
driving deaths among America’s young people,” NHTSA Acting Administrator David Kelly said. The NHTSA study also 
shows the number of lives saved by motorcycle helmets has risen sharply in the past five years, from 1,173 in 2003 to 
1,784 in 2007. In 2007, frontal air bags saved 2,788 passengers 13 and older; child safety seats saved 358 lives of 
children 4 and under; and seat belts saved 15,147. Seat belts could have saved another 5,024 lives if all occupants 
involved in fatal crashes had worn them. For more information, go to http://www-nrd.nhtsa.dot.gov/Pubs/811049.PDF . 
Source:  NHTSA news release, November 6, 2008 

 


